Introduction
In Canada during 1988 The presence of blood and meat spots has no adverse effect on either the fertility or the hatchability of chicken eggs. Double-yolked eggs and small eggs should not be kept for hatching. Multipleyolked eggs usually do not hatch, and small eggs produce small chickens, which is a disadvantage, particularly for broiler production. In Fig. 11 • Prewarming is beneficial if eggs are stored at 11 to 12°C. A prewarming temperature of 23°C for 18 hours before setting is recommended.
• Relative humidity of 80-88% during storage seems best.
• If eggs are stored for more than 7-10 days, or if preincubation temperatures are high, packing on fiber trays and enclosure in sealed plastic provide higher hatchability. A low-permeability film should be used.
• Hatchability can be improved further, for storage times of more than 2 to 3 weeks, if eggs are enclosed in a sealed, gas-impermeable film and the pack is flushed with nitrogen gas.
• • Eggs with limited shell fractures can be used for hatching if they are patched with plastic adhesive tape.
• Eggs with blood and meat spots hatch as well as normal eggs.
• Double-yolked eggs and small eggs should not be retained for hatching.
• There is now conclusive evidence that the harmful effects of prolonged egg storage on subsequent performance of birds are reduced or removed when eggs are stored according to the improved techniques described in this publication. 
